
BCWCA Building Its Future

The British Columbia Wall and Ceiling Association is taking another step 
forward in creating a legacy for itself and for the industry in BC.
BY / ANDREW KOLASINSKI
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When the doors of the association’s newly purchased 
facility open in early 2009, it will mark a coming of age 
that wouldn’t have happened without a collaborative  
effort that uniquely features the direct financial support 
of member contractors from across the province.  

The 5,500 square foot industrial strata space (in two 
adjoining units) will act as a multi-purpose facility housing 
offices for the BCWCA and the AWCC; classrooms and 
meeting rooms for instruction sessions and seminars, 
and space for the association’s apprenticeship training 
program. The purchase was completed on September 8, 
and work began on tenant improvements immediately 
upon possession.

The association had envisioned a permanent home for 
many years, but the finances to make it happen had eluded 
them.  Through an innovative investment plan, “Friends 
of the Wall and Ceiling Industry,” BCWCA members were 
offered the opportunity to invest in the building by buying 
shares in increments of $1,000, which will experience 
growth based in the increased value of the property over 
five years. Over half of the membership lent direct support 
to the cause by participating in the agreement. 

Member support for the project comes as no surprise, as 
the BCWCA has always looked after its own. In 2004 when 
BCIT ended its wall and ceiling trades training program 
due to scarce attendance, the contractor members of the 
BCWCA came together and made the apprenticeship 
training program their top priority. Members developed 
the contemporary training program that will now be 
housed in the new building, and over the past few years  
enrollment has quadrupled. 

As a result, the BCWCA outgrew its rented offices in  
Surrey and decided it was time to purchase its own 
property.  Murray Corey, executive director for the BCWCA 
says, “it was getting more and more difficult to find the 
space required to put on the training programs.”

The board of directors carefully weighed the options and 
determined that buying a property was the best option, 
both for the association’s financial status and for its 
physical requirements.

In addition to the office and trades training space, the facility 
will include a lunchroom, a fully equipped workspace with 
all the tools of the trade and a resource library that where 
members are always welcome to drop in and browse. 
There is also space for the affiliated organization, the 
Association of Wall and Ceiling Contractors (AWCC), 
for sales, support and distribution of standards and 
specifications manuals.  

“It’s a good central location in Cloverdale, a couple of 
blocks away from Kwantlen University-College, near to 
Langley town center, and not far from a Tim Horton’s,” 
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says Corey. “Right now it’s just a shell building until the 
improvements are completed.”

The price tag for the association’s new home is 
approximately $820,000, with a purchase price on the 
property of $700,000 and an additional $120,000 to be 
spent on improvements and customizing the interior to 
fit the BCWCA’s needs.

“Contractors and the general membership of the association 
from across the province came together to put into place 
the resources and finances to build this facility. Work is 
just getting started. The next two classes of our training 
program will actually be building the interior walls and 
ceilings of the facility,” says Corey.

The project is also being financed through the BCWCA’s 
reserve funds, with a significant contribution from the 
Association of Wall and Ceiling Contractors.  A bank 
mortgage has been secured to cover the balance of the 
purchase.

Considering that a couple of dozen companies have already 
contributed volunteer labour, materials and services 
towards the building’s improvements, member investments 
are on very solid ground. Volunteer contributions of labour, 
materials and services are valued at around $100,000 so 
far. These contributions have included almost everything 
required: structural steel for framing, gypsum board, 
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ceiling materials, insulation, fasteners, fire caulking, 
as well as drafting services, expert installation work 
and building expertise from some of the industry’s top 
people.

Also instrumental in the project’s success were many 
dedicated BCWCA member volunteers who formed the 
Building and Property Committees. Steve Moore of Dietrich 
Metal Framing and chair of the Property Committee says, 
“Finding the right building to purchase with adequate 
parking space and a central location was the committee’s 
first priority.”
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While members who have made commitments to the 
new facility will surely gain from their investments, the 
association itself will be enhanced and strengthened.

“What we are doing with this project,” says Eric Brown 
of Sunco Drywall Ltd. and  president of the BCWCA,  
“is building on the work started by the founders of the 
association who had the insight to work together as a 
group for the overall benefit of the industry.”

“It will bring continuity to the BCWCA and consolidate all 
or our operations, it will provide security to our existing 
programs, and it will allow us to develop several new 
programs that will be relevant to the industry province-
wide. The entire wall and ceiling industry will benefit 
by continuing to have a steady supply of trained people 
flowing into the industry,” says Corey.

The new headquarters will further the original goals of the 
BCWCA to improve training, standards and specifications, 
and to raise the credibility and profile of the industry in BC.

The facility has not been named yet, but Corey says that 
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Sto Corp has some hot stuff ... but not 
that hot. The “Building Up Barriers” 
story, which appeared in the August 
/ September 2008 issue of The Trowel, 
read as follows on page 12: “StoGuard 
is sprayed only when air and substrate 
temperatures are above 40 Celsius.” This 
statement is incorrect and should have 
read, “StoGuard is sprayed only when 
air and substrate temperatures are at 
least 4 degrees Celsius.” Please visit  
<www.stocorp.com> for full product 
details.

Correction Notice
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once work is completed naming the facility will be on the 
list of priorities. It is located at Units 111 and 112 – 18663 
52nd Avenue, in the Cloverdale Light Industrial Park. 
Improvements to the property will be finished and ready 
to serve the association by Christmas, and the building 
should be fully operational by the start of 2009.

“I’m looking forward to moving in. We’ll have a grand 
opening once the place is finished, probably in January,” 
says Corey.

“I’d like to thank the Building Committee members and 
Murray for all their hard work in making this building a 
reality,” adds Brown.

Investment loans, and voluntary contributions to “Friend 
of the Wall and Ceiling Industry” are still being accepted, 
and are open to both companies and individuals. Phone 
BCWCA at 604.597.7180 or visit <www.bcwca.org> for 
more information about contributing to or investing in 
the new building, or to learn more about the association’s 
apprenticeship trades training program. n


